COURSE FORMAT
This is a seminar course. This means that you control the agenda of the course by contributing to our weekly discussions of the readings. The instructor will usually introduce new topics with a brief lecture, but most of the class time will be reserved for discussion. You must be committed to reading all of the assigned material before each class. Advance reading is a necessary prerequisite for doing well in this course (see "Course Evaluation" below) and will make for more exciting and insightful discussion.
COURSE WEBSITE
This course makes use of OWL. Please refer to the course website regularly for announcements and course information: https://owl.uwo.ca/portal.
COURSE MATERIALS
There is no textbook. Readings to be retrieved from publicly available websites are marked with a W . Readings marked with an E are electronic journal articles that can be retrieved through the Western Library website. All other readings are made available as PDFs on the course website. Readings will average approximately 60 pages per week. The instructor reserves the right to add, substitute, or remove readings with one week's notice. City assignments (30%): You will select a city in Class 2 that you will commit to studying throughout the remainder of the course. Each student will select a different city. Normally, this city will also be the focus of your Research Paper assignment (described below). You will apply course concepts to your city in short analytic or reflection papers due in Classes 4, 6, and 9, each worth 10% of the final course grade. Detailed assignment instructions and expectations will be communicated in Class 2.
EVALUATION

Research paper (45%):
The major assignment of this course is an in-depth research paper that explores an aspect of urban politics in depth. Will not a requirement, you are encouraged to build on your City Assignments by focusing the Research Paper on your selected city. A proposal is due in Class 7 and the final paper is due in Class 12. The final class is a "research roundtable" in which we will discuss your findings and relate them to course themes. Detailed assignment instructions and expectations will be communicated in Class 5.
Preparation, Attendance, and Participation (25%): This is a seminar-format course in which learning occurs not through lecture, but through student discussion and debate. Attendance in every class of the term is mandatory and you are expected to participate actively in our debates. Discussion questions will be distributed in advance of each class. Please come to class prepared with thoughtful answers to these questions. At various points, we will engage in structured debates; details of these debates will be announced early in the course. You are expected to participate actively in these debates. 5% of your participation mark will be based on your attendance record, while 20% will be based on the quality of your contribution to discussion and debates.
Note regarding Class 8: The instructor will unavoidably at a conference in the United States on Nov.
2. An alternative class will be arranged, either in the form of a guest lecture by another faculty member with deep knowledge of the topic or the instructor will record a video lecture for you to watch on your own time.
COURSE POLICIES
Electronic devices: Research shows that levels of student performance and participation are lower when computers, tablets, smartphones, and other devices are present in the classroom. In order to create a pleasant environment conducive to everyone's learning and free from distractions, please refrain from using phones for messaging or any other purpose during class time. The use of laptops and tablets is discouraged and is permitted for course-related activities and note taking only, or in the event of a documented accommodation.
E-mail policy:
All Western University students are required to have an @uwo.ca e-mail account. The instructor will only respond to e-mails sent from a Western University account, that clearly identify the sender, and have "POL 3363" in the subject line. The instructor will not accept assignments by e-mail.
Submitting assignments: All assignments must be submitted digitally by the beginning of class on the due date. No paper copy is necessary
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). Note that you will be able to view your Turnitin Originality Report after submitting. You may resubmit at any time before the deadline.
Late assignments:
The penalty for late assignments is three percentage points per day (including weekend days). A grade of 80% on an assignment therefore becomes 68% in four days. Assignments more than 10 days late will not be accepted. Extensions due to illness require a medical certificate. If you foresee problems meeting submission deadlines please consult the instructor early; accommodations can always be made with adequate advance notice. This means at least one week before the deadline, not the night before the work is due! Academic integrity: To protect and uphold academic integrity in the class, it is the responsibility of each student to be able to demonstrate the originality of his or her work if called upon to do so. At a minimum, for every assignment, the sources of all information and ideas must be properly referenced using a standard academic referencing style such as Chicago, APA, or MLA. Failure to properly reference ideas, concepts, and quotations in an assignment that are not your own will result in academic penalties as required by university policy Accommodations on religious grounds: Every effort has been made to avoid scheduling assignment due dates on religious holidays. Please inform the instructor at the beginning of the course if you will be unable to attend class for reason of religious observance.
